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Abstract: During the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, England broke away from the Roman Catholic church
and became an independent nation. It then turned its focus towards overseas expansion with the intention
of establishing a colonial empire. Marlowe’s The Jew of Malta presents the imagination, whether implicit
or explicit, of empire-building rooted in overseas expansion. Therefore, this paper aims to compare The
Jew of Malta with Elizabethan England in the context of the formation of the English nation-state in the
16th century. It is concluded that The Jew of Malta alludes to Elizabethan England’s Oriental trade,
maritime plunder, slave trade, and colonial attempts, and metaphorically represents early English
overseas expansion and imagination of the empire-building. At the same time, it conveys the playwright’s
positive reflections on England’s transition from a nation to a colonial empire in the early modern period.
KBR: (HFRORRA);HIT K FEARE
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WHE A - I ¥ (Christopher Marlowe,
1564—1593) IR REC S E MBI R ND (The Jew
of Malta) “ B T 1592 48, iR A AT GERIIE T 1588 47
(Cheney, 47) . SIERIfEIZRIR, IEERBZRKEE
XEHxK I HEHRERBRYEH, REES 1640
FHREREE KRR EELBE TN AR
Rz, R FEBFABERERS, B REFE
BAREEX FHHAERER, RBHETEH T 16
42" (Armitage, 271) , FEY H—1HEEHE, ek 2
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O FXREZFMEPEESTFARE +ARLCEEEHT" (RERS : 228ZD28T) MBI BHERR .

90



MFBER I RE, AT R U —F2FH R A
ERIUHA  EREXNTHEEMRERE ZERS
5@ A G MBI RER. 216 g 80 48,3
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FH ALBREREERATHWHASBR.” (BA
i ,67)
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FI B ATEILHATAE 7 (Hiscock, 4) . FEFEM=A

91



VIEMAE LY | BALABAAEA

WFEART M- EFEREERFTHITHS
ok, AT I E A FA " NEHE T WE
BT, REMM, M7 RME m AR AT A
FTRBET LABRAR T, B a1 BRAR 317 3 L3RR,
WEEZXNRERBEE - RS FREE 1580 &
M =S8R EE(EEFIREN EEHME M.
5% f KB ( The Principal Navigations, Voyages,
Traffiques and Discoveries of the English Nation ,1589)
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Rl EIRF M ZEHE Wi m LA
TR ZMWHEE . A6 R R AR B &
BAT---- - BATIE KT L B ITRAT, TR AT
TGP —SH R, B UAD, P — BB BT
R (L, 458) 3eag 2 RMKME EIRFIRT 16
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