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The Restrictionof Royal Policieson Jews in High MedievalFrance
ZHANG Qing-hai, WEN Si—qin
(School of History and Culture, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631,China)

Abstract: Between the 11" and 13™ centuries, the sovereigns of the Kingdom of France issued a series of laws against Jews and
Judaism. From then on, the French Crown started tightening up their policies on Jews. The restriction of these policies began in
royal government controls on Jews’ usury, determined a systematic discrimination against the whole Jewish group and pursued by
the French monarchy. This restriction consists of three phases: First, the faith of Judaism was officially defined as corruption;
Secondly, the business affairs of Jews were regulated by the royal government; Thirdly, the indigenization of French Jews were
completely terminated. These policies show not only the kings’ firm and negative individual attitude towards Jewsish people, but
also the internal demand of the forming, king—centred French nation and the corollary of the European anti-Semitism.

Key words: kingdom of France; Jews; policies on Jews; anti-Semitism



