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Abstract

In the 1690s, the Dutch emerged from the political, military and economic
difficulties that had developed during the wars of independence against Spanish rule
and expanded rapidly into the transatlantic region, leaping to become the third largest
economy in the Transatlantic economy in addition to the Iberian countries. Amsterdam
gradually became the main entrepdt for goods from the Iberian Peninsula and its
colonies, attracting Sephardic Jewish merchants. Among them were descendants of
Jews whose ancestors had left the Iberian Peninsula to flee the persecution of the
Inquisition and diaspora in the commercial cities of Europe, as well as Portuguese New-
Christians who came directly to the Holland in search of freedom and security and new
economic opportunities. These Sephardic Jews became a unique economic force in the
Dutch transatlantic trade through their personal financial strength, close kinship ties
and extensive commercial contacts.

The Dutch transatlantic trade was divided into two main phases, marked by the
establishment of the West India Company in 1621. In the earlier period, the Sephardic
Jews, centred in Amsterdam, acted mainly as agents for the trade from the Iberian
Peninsula and its colonies. In 1621, when the Twelve Years’ Truce between the Dutch
and Spain expired, the Dutch ceased to honour their agreement not to expand into the
Atlantic region and established the West India Company, which became the “New
Amsterdam” of the Dutch transatlantic trade. Sephardic Jews established a thriving
Jewish community in Recife and were involved in direct trade in the colony’s goods.
Dutch Brazil, as well as the Caribbean, were their main trading strongholds. The Dutch
transatlantic trade in commodities was diverse, with Sephardic Jews making a
prominent contribution in sugar refining, tobacco processing and the slave trade. After
the mid-17th century, Britain expanded rapidly in the transatlantic region, Dutch trade
in the transatlantic region dwindled, and Sephardic Jews turned to financial investment.

In 1674, the Dutch West India Company went bankrupt, marking the end of the golden



HEAR I R 22 22 A8 ST

age of Dutch transatlantic trade.

This article focuses on the golden age of Dutch transatlantic trade from 1590 to
1674, and through the narrative and analysis of the political and military conflicts and
interactions between the Dutch and the Iberian countries during this period, it examines
the development of Dutch transatlantic trade and the participation of Sephardic Jews in
this process, reflecting the contribution and specificity of Sephardic Jews in the Dutch

transatlantic trade.

Key Words: Dutch ; Sephardic Jews ; Transatlantic Trade
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® 1. S. Emmanuel, History of the Jews of the Netherlands Antilles, vol. 1, vol.2, Cincinnati: American Jewish archives,
1970.
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Economy, 1500-1850, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.
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Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021.
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The Hambledon Press, 1990.
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Enrepreneurial Networks: four centuries of history, B.McCabe, Harlaftis and P.Minoglou(eds.), Oxford: Berg, 2005.
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® Ellis Rivkin, The Unity Principle: The Shaping of Jewish History, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1971, pp.
140-158.

® E. M. Koen, “The Earliest Sources Relating to the Portuguese Jews in the Municipal Archives of Amsterdam up
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TG LB FRE, i =R AL B E AR, RS 5 215 KX
RIS B S 3 b ok FEPUENFE AN ] T, i 22008 KUV R B2 2 1 HE 57 23 2B I 1
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© Michael Alpert, Crypto-Judaism and the Spanish Inquisition, New York: Palgrave, 2001, p. 14,

® Benzion Netanyahu, The Origins of the Inquisition in Fifteenth Century Spain, New York: New York Review
Books, 2001, p. 3.

© Michael Alpert, Crypto-Judaism and the Spanish Inquisition, pp. 11-12,

© B - BRBE: (PURSEY L B 181 5L

15



HEAR I R 22 22 A8 ST

B MELT L R R R E B R B R R RS - FbE <A (1352-
1435) 2 —Arehos, KL 8 AR Y DU HE A AR W B 2 R B B AR
20 RBCR A YR T BT, i AR R s R T 4 R R
b M f B K SR B RS N . PR B R TR G v I I,
SUAEPUHE A B IE PR R o AU . B 11 2R DIOR, Bl AR 307 3 /KK
[ BB S A PR 2 T 5 e B, AR B A < B IR AL AR
a2 BT, AATI AR 2SR K R AT A Y 55 . SR TR
EIRNEL B BB AL PR OR L 2 (1) 40 A 2 U 27 6, B A A7
E IR O AL AR NI e S A BB R Z B AU IR

TR, FeAL PR AITI 7 BN AREEA B HIRT], B VA
SR E S MRS BT, AT AT YRS 4 2 24T S B . — (7 ZE 48 R
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S B Aib T 7 1Y BIE 2R 55 1t AR A S 2 A PR3 @

W5 R« Bl ZRAE%F (Michael Alpert) WAy, SEBCERA P i A R AFIR S
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© Michael Alpert, Crypto-Judaism and the Spanish Inquisition, p. 21.
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® Michael Alpert, Crypto-Judaism and the Spanish Inquisition, p. 24.
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® Michael Alpert, Crypto-Judaism and the Spanish Inquisition, pp. 24-5.
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® Yitzhak Baer, 4 History of the Jews in Christian Spain (Volume II): from the Fourteenth Century to the Expulsion,
Philadelphia; Jewish Publication Society of America, 1961, p. 433.

® Tbid., pp. 4-5.
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® Cecil Roth, 4 History of the Marranos, Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society of America, 1932, pp. 196-197.
© Jonathan L Israel, European Jewry in the Age of Mercantilism, 1550-1750, London: The Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization, 1998, p. 19.
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® R. Po-Chia Hsia and Henk van Nierop (eds.), Calvinism and Religious Toleration in the Dutch Golden Age,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002, p. 2.

® Russell Shorto, Amsterdam: A History of the World’s Most Liberal City, New York: Doubleday, 2013, pp. 62-3.
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® M. E. H. N. Mout, “A Comparative View of Dutch Toleration in the Sixteenth and Early Seventeenth Centuries,”
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® R. Po-Chia Hsia and Henk van Nierop (eds.), Calvinism and Religious Toleration in the Dutch Golden Age, p. 2.
@ EM. Koen, “The Earliest Sources Relating to the Portuguese Jews in the Municipal Archives of Amsterdam up
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© H. Daalder, “Dutch Jews ina Segmented Society,” p. 175, in Acta Historiae Neerlandicae: Studies on the History
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® David Sorkin, “Beyond the east-west divide: rethinking the narrative of the Jews’ political status in Europe, 1600-
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® Marcus Arkin, Aspects of Jewish Economic History, Varda Books, 1975, p. 89.
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University Press, pp. 167-8.
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