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Abstract  The Great Geographical Discovery refers to the unprecedented maritime
conquest activities in which Spain and Portugal played a leading role; it is considered a
landmark of great significance in the human history. With their outstanding achievements in the
scientific economic and other areas on the Iberian Peninsula Jews made unique and significant
contributions to the Great Geographical Discovery. Not only was Christopher Columbus “the
discoverer of America” thought to be of Jewish descent but also more importantly Jews and
Marranos provided essential support for Columbus’ voyage in areas of technology funding and
personnel. Astrolabe quadrant map compass astronomical tables and other important
navigational equipment were almost inseparable from the efforts of Jewish scientists; the funds
which navigation required were mainly provided by Jewish and Marrano sponsors; the Marranos
also served in Columbus’ fleet as crew members. By contributing and participating in the Great
Geographical Discovery Jews not only greatly expanded their activity space but also
demonstrated the important role of marginal minorities in promoting the formation of the modern
world. It thus became an important example of a nation with its special experience influencing

the development of human civilization.
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