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On the occasion of the centennial of Mao Tse-tung’s birth. "Greatness oul of the
Ordinary-A Photographic Album of Mao Tse-tung’s Zhongnanhai Memorabilia” ,
which was created by the collective work of photographers and editors brought togeth-
er by the security department of the central committee of the Communist Party. is
ready for publication. 1 commend the department for the most worthw hile work that it
has accomplished.

It was cited in the " Resolution on a Number of Historical Issues Concerning the
Party for the Period since after the Founding of New China” that Mao Tse-tung 1S a
oreat Marxist, a great proletariat revolutionary, strategist and theoretician. As the
leader of a proletariat party which has remained in government power, Mao who was
dedicated to Marxism and the interest of the people. showed great concern for the sta
bility of the party’s hold on power and the stability of the people’s government. and
had worked ceaselessly for the elimination of corruption and bureaucratic arrogance.
He always conducted himself as he had preached. maintained the spirit of industri-
ousness and the political tradition of the Communist Party. He devoted all his hife to
the liberation of the Chinese people and to the communist cause. He commanded the
unreserved support of the party and the populace. and the affection and respect of
people of different ethnic origins and from around the world. The book contains most-
ly photographs of Mao’s Zhongnanhai memorabilia from the Fengzeyuan garden and
many interesting anecdotes about Mao. 1t truthfully reflects a life of great self-re
straint and highly ethical official conduct, a life of devotion. hard work and ultraism
dedicated to the liberation of the people and national reconstruction. a life of true
oreatness. The book will also serve as a most fitting text of instruction for the rectify
cation of the party. for the drive against corruption and for the enforcement of gov-
ernment ethics. and for the call for hard work and thriftiness.

As Deng Xiaoping once pointed out, "Mao Tse-tung thought’ educated an entire
seneration of Chinese. It will remain a spiritual treasure house cherished by all the
members of the Communist Party . of the military services and of the nation. When we
commemorate Mao Tse-tung . we should keep the memories of Mao’s great accomplish
ments alive. keep the spirit of hard work and devotion, which was advocated by Mao,
alive.

Song Renqgiong
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Mao Tse-tung moved into Zhongnanhai palace on June 15, 1949. Ever since then,
Mao, a great leader of new China, had lived in this palace right through September 9.
1976 when he had to give up his hold on the noble cause he had devoted his entire life
to and bid his last farewell to the hundreds of millions of Chinese whose fate had been
his concern always.

In those heady days., the hearts of those living beyond the walls ef Zhongnanhai
would quicken at any word about Mao’s daily work and life. The news would be much
talked about and passed around, for they cared about. revered and felt affectionate to-
ward Mao and were eager to follow his words. Today, writings by, biographies and
anecdotes about Mao have again caught the fancy of millions of young people who are
rediscovering and studying Mao at a time when they are exploring directions for their
own life and for the rise of their nation.

Mao resided in Zhongnanhai for 27 years and three months. leaving in the palace
a host of memorabilia documenting his work, research, moral character and personal-
ity.

On the centennial of Mao’s birth. we dedicate this "Photographic Album of Mao

Tse-tung’s Zhongnanhai Memorabilia” to our readers with reverence and reminis-

cence. Each of these memorabilia offers a glimpse at Mao’s real life and from the or-
dinariness of this life we may find the greatness of a true national leader.
When a man’s virtue transcends the ordinary. he is to be revered by others, to

which Mao's Zhongnanhai memorabilia will stand to testify.
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An Ordinary Resident of Zhongnanhai

Mao was a political giant whose accomplishments had shaken the world. The po-
litical climate of the world would change with ”a wave of his hand” , so commented one
of his foreign friends.

Deng Xiaoping once said, "It is most probable that the Chinese revolution would
not have achieved the success as it has, had there not been the outstanding leadership
of comrade Mao Tse-tung. The people of different ethnic origins in China would have
been living under the reactionary rule of imperialists, feudal tyrants and officio-capi-
talists. The Communist Party would have been still searching in the dark. It can be
said that there would not have been a new China had there not been Chairman Mao”.

Mao with his extraordinary vision led a China in deep misery onto a road leading
to a bright future of liberation and happiness for hundreds of millions of ordinary
Chinese. But he had never thought of gaining privileges for himself in return.

In a speech he delivered at the second plenary session of the seventh Communist
Party congress, Mao urged all the party members ”to maintain the tradition of mod-
esty and prudence and guard against arrogance and impatience; to make sure that all
comrades of the party maintain the tradition of hard work and dedication.”

At the same meeting, Mao proposed establishing rules against birthday celebra-
tions for top leaders, using government money to entertain private guests, presenting
gifts to top leaders and naming places after top leaders. He promoted these rules on
many occasions and at a polibureau meeting in April of 1956 he proposed a six-point
rule be formally established , which included no birthday celebrations for top officials,
no presentation of gifts, less toasting at official dinners, less applause, not naming
places after top officials and not ranking Chinese leaders after Marx, Engels. Lenin
and Stalin.

Men of true greatness all regard themselves as nothing extraordinary.

Mao himself practiced the rules that he proposed and preached.

He always regarded himself as an ordinary resident in Zhongnanhai. being the
most prudent and rule-abiding of all.

Mao’s greatness was fully reflected in his ordinary actions.
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Mao Tse-tung with Mao Anying (second from right),
Liu Songlin (first from right) and Li Na.
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Fengzeyuan (The Garden of Harvest and Plenty) was used during the 18th and 19th century for
ritual ceremonies marking the advent of spring plough attended by emperors. Mao took up resiaency
in this garden in June, 1949 when he moved in Zhongnanhai from the Twin River Monastery In the
Western Hills. It remained his place of residence up until August 18, 1968 when he moved into a new
residence near the swimming pool.
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Commanding such esteem as the leader of the Communist Party
and the founding father of the new republic, Mao exercised great
modesty and self-restraint, calling himself the servant of the people
and registering like any other regular Zhongnanhai worker for his |-
dentification card and badge for the national people’s government.

29
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Mao at a preparatory meeting of the new political consultative conference.
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The identification card used by Mao for the
preparatory meeting of the new political consultative
conference.

The badge used by Mao for the political consulta-
tive conference.

The identitication card used by Mao for the third
session of the First Political Consultative Conference.
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The first preparatory meeting for the new political
consultative conference was held in Beijing (then called
Beiping) in June, 1949, during which a standing com-
mittee was formed with Mao as its director to draft a
common platform and organization plan for the new
government, thus beginning the process of establishing
a central government for new China.
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Before attending every meet-
ing. Mao would ask for the regis-
tration card from his secretary
and sign his name. He would then
take the card with him and pre-
sent it to the registration staff.

EEEETHHES

The identification card with
Mao’s signature.
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After the founding of new China, Mao would invariably abide by the rules to show his identifica-
tion card to gain admittance for all the major party or government conferences that he attended. He
always arrived early. When a conference was held in the Great Hall of the People, Mao would wait in
Room 118 (also known as the Beijing Room) and when the conference was ready to start, he would

then proceed onto the rostrum with other government [eaders.
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This medical care card was used by Mao, allowing for use at the Beijing Hospital. Mao rarely
visited the hospital, trusting in self- healing with his own will power and inner strength.
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Mao was an outstanding military
strategist. During his extended revolu-
tionary career, he was able to direct mil-
itary campaigns successfully from a dis-
tance, creating many a miracle that have
gone down in the military history. This
gun permit was issued to Mao in Decem-
ber 1950 by Yang Shangkun, then chief of
staff for the central committee of the
Communist Party, according to regula-
tions. In fact, Mao was not actually giv-
en a gun,.
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This copy of the constitution in Mao’s personal col-
lection was hand-written by Mai Huashan, a calligra-
pher from Guangdong.
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The Modesty and Decency of a Public Servant
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Mao was delivering a speech in 1942 to officials in Yanan, promoting the spirit of " modesty and

thrift” , of ”self-reliance and working to achieve plenty”.
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When government officials began to be paid monthly salaries in July, 1955,

Mao’s family account was managed by his staff. This family budget with expendi-
ture guidelines was prepared by Li Yinggiao, Mao’s chief of security guards. |t
noted in particular that expenses for entertaining family guests should be drawn
from Mao’s salary. The daily expenses for the family were averaged at three yuan
which also covered guest expenses. The expenses for hiring a house maid, using
the government car to sent his children to hospital and their medical expenses,
and even treating his bodyguards and secretaries to a meal when going out with
him were deducted from his salary income.

36
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The term ” govern-
ment bonds” referred to
those bought by Mao In
the spirit of patriotism at
a time when the country
was going through se-
vere economic difficul-
ties.
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Mao was very strict with himself, his family members and relatives, forbidding them to take any advantage of govern-
ment money.

During the three-year recession in the early 1960s, food became scarce. Normally, Li Na, one of his daughters who
was a student at Peking University, would have her meals with Mao’s staff when she came back home. During one week-
end, Li came to visit and have a family meal with Mao, he gave up his own share to his daughter when he saw she was so
famished.

In the evening, Mao’s secretary asked if they should do something for his daughter. Mao’s answer was a definite ”
no”. He said, ”she was already better off than most of the people in the country. | may be given certain allowance ac-
cording to government rules, to which she is not entitled to.” He continued with poignancy, "since she is Mao’'s daughter,
she should conduct her life as she should, especially at a time such as this.”
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Mao was a man of honor. During the fifties. he borrowed a copy of ancient
calligraphy from Huang Yanpei, a senior scholar, for one month. Probably be-
cause this was an extremely rare copy, the scholar enquired about it a couple
of times before it was due for return. Mao’s secretaries complained that Huang
was mean and unfriendly. Mao said, "he may be unfriendly, but he is certainly
honest and brave”. At the end of the month, Mao carefully wrapped up the cal-
ligraphy book and returned it to the scholar.

During the years after 1958, Mao borrowed a number of rare manuscripts
and ancient copies of master calligraphers’ writings from the Palace Museum.
He wrote a note to his secretary insisting on filling in borrower’s form so that
each would be returned.




N ERTTRTY
e BURY e fw "‘
| ERRRREE L Enwmﬁw%ﬂmnﬁm ” e
SR, H&E&Bﬂ{.m}’ﬁ.ﬁﬁ;ﬁ s S IR

* Al Eﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁ m&%ea#
W e W n e .
9 Jail S e T - oy
11' N e _ " F
4 ] il 8 ¢ , -
e % i % ERAR
1 L "
O 3&_ ﬁ;‘@ﬁ
B - BN -
i B o
- = g pha ol
' 32 NI | - %
N - ) - v J
L LR i e B
G ik B yul” v TIREVY B M
¥ Fet = e -

WS K?Ul 13\""—_*1;”;:-\ o
___,;?_7‘-‘?3%%@ BB R -
I\ » PN R TR ST B L TR FFEQ#EEG

“"’* Mﬂiﬁﬁ%* 52T RN r TG » SEERIRER o Z‘-{%ﬁ'& --

ﬂﬁkfﬁ]xmﬁ SERLE/MIE e
 Tu s BT » SRRSTT ) :—*Faﬁmaﬁ@mﬁm@ﬁ
R ©
S RNEE BEEIRRE BRI » A RS
| S AR » 52T o

7 e » DK 0 5T

ERFHNTEABNMER NN ERRSZAE.

Hules for Money Expenditure when Travelling.
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Mao was a heavy
smoker and he asked offi-
cials at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to buy
two dozens of cigarette
holders with filter for
him. He told his secre-
tary to make sure that
payment be made from
his income from royalties
for his writings rather
than from the government
account.
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This brass box for ink stand was used by Mao while in Fengzeyuan at
Zhongnanhai. Mao used to use a smaller ink stand box which he took with him
whenever he travelled. During his visit to Hangzhou. he saw this brass box at
Wangzhuang Guest House where he stayed. He sent his secretary to enquire if
he cou!d swat his own ink stand box for this larger box which was convenient to
use. The manager of the guest house happily obliged. Mao left the small brass
box that he had used for many years at Wangzhuang Guest House and in ex-
change got this larger box.
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Because the esteem Mao commanded, he was presented many precious gifts by leaders of foreign coun-
tries. None of these gifts was kept by himself. They were registered and handed over to the government. His
secretary urged him to keep some since they were given to him as personal gifts. However Mao said, "they
were given to me because of my position as Chairman. |f | were not Chairman, they would not have been given
to me. If any of you became Chairman, you would also receive them.”

Mao had never taken any ”tonic” of the kind like ginseng. The most expensive thing in the way of aading
nutrition was glucose, which was suggested to him by his health care advisor who prescribed two small bags of
glucose for him to use when drinking black tea. Mao insisted on paying despite objection from his secretary,
saying that ”this is not medicine and should not be covered by medical care policy”.
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Mao proposed to establish a rule barring
birthday celebrations within the party organiza-
tion as a measure against extravagance. Thus
his comrades and close friends would dedicate
poems to him on his birthdays to wish him good
health. Such a simple tradition can also been
seen from the this present from his daughter Li

Na on his birthday.
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Mao once remarked that "one should abide by rules and be guided by reason in dealing with daily matters
but not spare compassion in private friendship”. He often gave money out of his salaries and royalties to help
his relatives and friends whose life had run into financial trouble. However, he never used the power of his office
for their private gains. Shortly after the founding of new China, many of his family relatives sought his help in
obtaining better government positions. They were all turned down by Mao. He wrote in a letter to Yang Kaizhi,
a member of his ex-wife’s family, "Do not entertain any false hope and do not come to Beijing. All should be
done according to reqgular procedure. ” He responded to a request from Mao Senping, a former classmate of his,
saying that ”| am very happy to learn that you want to join the government. The best way to start is to prove
your dedication and win respect from others by working for the interest of general public. It would be inappropri-
ate for me to make the recommendation which would only harm your virtuous reputation. Do you agree?” He
wrote to Mao Yuju, one of his family relatives, that ”Zelian (another family member--translator’s note) wrote to
me to complain about his hardship, the lack of money for his mother’s burial and his foot problem. | am sending
three million yuan (old currency equivalent to 300 yuan) to help with the funeral and medical cost. Ask him not
to come to Beijing. The money is from the royalties for my writings and ask them to use it sparingly.”
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After the founding of new China, Mao liked
wearing Chinese suit (known in China as Yetsen
Suit, after Dr Sun Yetsen) at major political,
diplomatic and other public functions and he had
a particular liking for grey color. This kind of
dress was later called overseas as "Mao suit”.

During the 1950s, the protocol department of
the Foreign Affairs Ministry had a dark-colored
suit and a pair of dress shoes made for him, ex-
plaining that the color tone was more appropriate
for protocol purposes. Mao said, "l am a Chinese
and will follow the Chinese custom. Do not talk
me into wearing that dark-colored suit. | will not
ao it.”
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In early 1972, Mao was seriously ill and showing
symptoms of dropsy. His clothes and socks did not fit
any more. His staff had this oversize suit and a special
pair of cotton shoes made for him anticipating his
meetirig with President Nixon. In February, Mao wore
them in his historic meeting with President Nixon which
lasted for an entire hour, a meeting that turned a new
leaf in the history of Sino- American relations.
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The leather jacket worn by Mao in Xibaipo, his mil-
itary command center before moving up to Beijing.
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Mao liked this grey coat very much, wearing it frequently when going for meetings with interna

tional visitors, attending conlerences, travelling on inspection tours ofr for a stroll outdoors.

co worn that his secretary had it mended by Hongdu, a garment factory.
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The hat used by Mao during his only visit to Soviet Union.

The scarf often used by Mao.
The overcoat was used by Mao when he travelled to the USSR for a meeting with Stalin and was

never worn again afterwards.
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Mao during an inspection of the People’s Navy in 1953.
Mao wore this padded cotton overcoat during his inspection of the navy In
1953. He wrote on that tour a much celebrated message, " We must build a

strong navy”.
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This over-worn shirt which Mao did not want to
throw away was often worn by him during the 1960s.
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Mao liked wearing a bathrobe while reading in his study.

This bathrobe was used by him during the spring and autumn seasons after the founding of new
China. It was mended with 67 patches with the collar having been replaced and sleeves not looking
the same as they had been new. His secretary urged him to get a new one in 1962. He replied, "our
country is still very poor and cotton is strictly rationed. You are wearing mended clothes. Why
shouldn’t 1?7 We should not be extravagant. | do not need a new one. The old one can still be mend-
ed.” The next time his secretary talked about a new bathrobe, he would just smile but not concede.

Because the bathrobe was so worn, the laundry service would not accept it. It had to be hand
washed by his staff. They had to be careful lest the bathrobe would be torn. It was not put away into
storage until 1971.

Top right: The cotton bathrobe used by Mao during the winters after the founding of new China.
It was much worn and mended. It was put into storage in 1971.

< |




This pair of much mended trousers were worn by Mao shortly after the founding of new China.

EE®E 1966 FLURAIANRERN. EHHEBEH RESINESIHEEHN,

This leather belt was used by Mao prior to 1966. It was broken at the
buckle and had been repaired.
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Mao had three pillows in his bed, one for resting his head,
supporting his back and arm while sitting reading in the bed.

the others tor




[his towel was used as cover over Mao’s pillow.
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This towel blanket mended with 73 patches was used by Mao right through his dying days. It is
now placed in the hard wooden bed that he had used.

The cotton quilt and blanket were prepared for Mao by his staff. They were rarely used because

Mao liked using a large towel blanketl.
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During the 1970s, Mao liked loosely fitting cot-
ton clothes. His staff made this shelf, a container for
spraying water and ironing board which were used
for ironing his clothes.
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This was the pair of brown colored leather shoes that Mao liked most. Their heels had been
repaired.

In 1956, before his meeting with Sukarno, the Indonesian President, Mao came to inspect
the meeting room in Zhongnanhai. He frowned when he saw an imported radio set in the room
and said, "we have Chinese made radios. Why did you put this one here?”

Mao was wearing his favorite brown shoes at the time. When Luo Reiging, the military chief
of staff, advised him to change into a pair of black shoes, he asked, "Why?” When Luo talked
about international custom, Mao snapped, "we as Chinese should abide by Chinese rules”.

Mao wore cotton shoes or slippers most of the time. He would slip into this pair of leather
shoes when he went to a function. He would change back into cotton shoes or slippers as soon
as he got into the car for the ride home or when he was back at his residence.
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This pair of cotton shoes were made
by a shoe shop called Neilianshen. They
had been mended and repaired.

EHOBBENC+FER,EERXR—EZF
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This pair of leather slippers had been
worn by Mao from the early years of the
People’s Republic through the 1970s. They
had been repaired many times. When Mao
was on an inspection tour in Wuhan, his
staff sent them to a shoe shop to have
them repaired. However, the shoe shop
refused to accept the job because they
could not be repaired any more. One of his
staff had to do it himself. When he stayed
in Changsha, the security guards did not
know this pair of slippers which were in re-
ally bad shape were Mao’s and threw
them away. Mao got them back and con-
tinued wearing them.

EEFZNASTHEERBN. Ry MA REBAHTNER TS, BKE
B, EFEERR TS 0UIUEEEHE.

Mao usually wore cotton socks and they were often mended too. In his
old age, he liked wearing coffee-colored cotton socks.
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Mao always let his staff to do his haircut. His only rule was speed. He
never had his hair groomed or greased. He would sit in any chair with a
book, or a document and a pencil in hand while he was having his haircut.
He once said to the barber who was doing the haircut, " you have your
business to do and | have mine,” and ”Isn’t it unfair for you to stand all the
time while | am sitting. Shouldn’t you try also sitting down”.

Mao used to have a box for the barber’s kit, which had been used
from the Yanan years through 1958 and was in bad shape. This box was
bought in 1958 when he was attending a conference in Chendu and had re-
mained with him until his death. It is now in the collection of Mao Tse-tung

Museum in Shaoshan.
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This set of barber’s tools were
given to Mao by the Hunan Guest Re-
ception Office but was never used by

nim.
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The cover used by the Hunan Guest Reception Ottice when
sending Mao a bamboo bed mat. On the cover was written "
Care of the Duty Officer of Bureau No. 9 of Zhongnanhai”.
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The much mended towel used Dy
Mao.

.,
L
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On the desks and tables In nis
residence of Fengzeyuan, there were

always these small towels for Mao to

use. When these were worn, he
would ask his staff to use them In
mending large towels. The large
towel blanket was mended with such
small towels.
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Mao normally did not use hand-
kerchief at home. He would only car-
ry one with him when he was attend-
ing major functions or on an outing.
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There were no air-conditioning or
electric fan at Mao’s residence. This fold-
Ing fan was used by him for over twenty
summers. He would use this fan to cool
himself while reading or writing.

EER—ERDHEE,—RABHABXKER.EFEHE
ANO M P RMAEREE .
Mao had rarely used scented soap in his entire life.

He normally washed with clean water. When he had to, he
would always use laundry soap.

63




C+EREEREEHT EKRFHE, B
2AKEET T 2SN SMAER.

During the 1970s, Mao tound it difficult to
eat fruits because of his old age. This was the
juice-maker for making orange and strawberry
juice for him.

EEFHBRNRKKR. TEMEREPREE
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The thermo-flasks used by Mao. The ones
on both sides were used at his residence in
Fengzeyuan while the one in the middle was
used after he moved to his residence near the
swimming pool.
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Mao’s shoe shine kit.

EEFHEMB—BERBEERER,S
RIEABREBRERNIER.
Mao led a life of simplicity and this

was the sewing kit that his staff used for
mending clothes.
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Man of Greatness and Compassion

As a political leader, Mao showed steely strength and steadfastness. He always
upheld his principles.

But Mao was also a compassionate man and valued friendship highly.

During the Long March, Mao gave his own share of barley cakes to soldiers too
hungary to walk. In Baoan., he once had a few fish kept so that he could share them
with Zhou Enlai. During the Resistance War ., he sent a telegram to one of his generals
who was ill. saying, "Rest well and recover soon. Do not worry about if heaven would
fall”. He treasured very much his friendship with non-communists. He cultivated a
profound friendship with Madame Soong Ch’ingling, addressing her as his dear elder
sister. For many years he treasured a pillow given to him by Soong as a gift. Liu Yazi
once dedicated a poem to Mao. In it he complained about an unfulfilled Iife. Mao
wrote a poem in return with reminiscence of their friendship and encouragement to
Liu to work for the people’s cause. Two lines from that poem went, ”"Complain not
that Lake Kunming is too shallow/Its fish more charming than the deep river flow.”
Mao was able to inspire deep friendship with those who worked for him. Whenever
someone who had worked for him for some time got transferred., he would be saddened
to tears. When he bid his farewell to those who worked for him during his negotiations
in Chongging and his stay in Soviet Union. they were occasions when many were sad-
dened to a sob.

Mao’'s compassion and cherishing of friendship contributed to his being loved and
revered by the hundreds of millions and being a man of noble deeds for generations to
aspire to.
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Mao having a chat with his comrades Liu Shaoqi, Zhu De and Deng Xiaoping in front of the gate
of Fengzeyuan in 1960.
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When the top party and government leaders moved into Zhongnanhai, most of them took up residence In the
eight western courtyards inside Fengzeyuan. Mao lived in Juxiang Study. Mao often shared a walk and casual
chat in the courtyard with Liu Shaogi, Zhou Enlai and Zhu De.

In 1968, he was already over 70. Because Mao had frequent meetings with foreign visitors and Juxiang
Study was quite a distance from Yinian Hall where most of the meetings took place, he moved into another resi-
dence near the swimming pool on August 18. The new residence had a room for meeting visitors which was
close to his bedroom. It was here that the strategy for Ping Pong Diplomacy, for the normalization of Sino-
American and Sino-Japanese relations and his celebrated theory of "three worlds” were formulated. He also re-
ceived such international figures as Edgar Snow, Richard Nixon, Kakuei Tanaka and Kenneth Kaunda.
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This is one corner of the sitting room in the Juxiang Study complex. The second chair from |left was always used by
Mao. His staff and family would sit in any chairs in the room except this one. Mao would sit in this chair every morning af-
ter he had got up and washed before breakfast. Guests were rarely invited in here. After 1960, only Madame Zenzhi, the
wife of a senior comrade, had the privilege of meeting Mao here. She was also asked to stay for dinner afterwards.

SERNERNEBEANZEANADR, EFERLECEANI L. RESAKBEABCGEABRTNRE  URUERE.
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These are the chairs in the bedroom at Juxiang Study complex. Mao usually sat in the chair on the right. Mao’s choice
for the chair on the right evidently had to do with his modesty, for according to Chinese tradition the left side was always

reserved for a more senior person. Therefore other government leaders such as Liu Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai and Zhu De would
never sit in that chair on the left side which would be empty all the time.
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Mao was given a Swiss-made Omega watch by
Guo Moruo when he arrived in Chongging for the his-
toric talk with Chiang Kaishek on August 28, 1945.
Guo saw that Mao had no watch and gave the one he
was wearing to him. Mao had worn this watch all his
life. Its dial, glass and strap had all been replaced.
The strap was replaced on August 3, 1966.
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Mao had a great respect for Madame Soong Ch’ingling who in turn also showed concern for Mao.
When she learned that Mao often sat in the bed reading, she had a large pillow sent to Mao. Because
Mao normally did not accept gifts, the pillow was sent back. Then he thought it inappropriate and
had his staff get it back. He used it only a couple of times before he had it carefully put away.

In the winter of 1957 when most Chinese families in the north were hoarding cabbages for the
winter, Mao had his staff sending some Chinese cabbages grown in Shandong to Madame Soong
Ch’ingling who was very pleased and wrote back to acknowledge. Gifts of such kind were indeed un-
heard of among government heads elsewhere. It was a reflection of Mao’s simplicity and the value he
placed on friendship that transcended worldly things, which is indeed thought-provoking and inspir-

ing. N
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In 1949, Chen Qian led a mutiny to join the revolution and prevented in so doing the province of
Hunan from the sufferings of a major battle. His action was seen as a service to the local people. In
September of the same year, when Chen made a trip to Beijing, Mao decided to meet him at the rail-
way station. When asked why Chen should be given such courtesy, Mao replied, "he is from my home
province and we went to school together. He is a private friend of mine. Wouldn’t it be odd if you
have somebody else to go and meet you friend when he comes to visit you?” "It you do that, you
won’t have any friends at all. We were in touch with each other even during the darkest days of the
Kuomintang’s rule.” Chen was moved to tears when he got off the train and saw Mao was there to
greet him. The following day, Mao hosted a dinner in honor of Chen and toasted to his noble actions.
Later, Chen was invited to Mao’s home and after the dinner Mao asked Chen to join him on a boat
ride. When Chen offered to row for Moo, Mao refused, saying that, Chen being the guest, there
should be no arguing that he should row for Chen.
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Mao having a stroll with Mao Yuju, his
childhood private instructor, in June of
1959.

4‘-|j ,__J__J ;..Eu ié

o

e ] I O if‘-'*-‘.
L) AL BW o

Mao having a chat with farmers in his
home village of Shaoshan on June 26,

19589.

B

1.‘-
‘oo
;

& : [ )
L R r _-'
L] [ AT
. o 4
' g
" ]

ki
o

k1




e

£ 7% 56 fo ™ &) B 1 M 55 (1955)

Mao Tse-tung giving c talk to the security staff.
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Comrade Chen Yun as soon ﬁ

as he wakes up”. This note
reflected Mao’s consider-
ateness.
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Mao and his staff on an inspection tour.
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staff during a break from

Mao Tse-tung playing a game of poker with his

work in September, 1953.
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This 1s one of the earliest Chinese-made televisions which was qgiven

to Mao, who only had a look at it before he had it taken away to his security guards.

Apart from news broadcast, Mao watched the television mostly for Beijing opera performances.

formance. When he saw the antagonist in the opera ” The Story of Red Lantern” being led to a

JGDDHESE‘ execution g[l:}L_jI'Wj . tears rolled down his face.
The coconuts given to Mao by foreign visitors were passed onto his staff to share.
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1949 FERBBRA RFEFEE K.

Mao with Mao Anying, one of his sons, in 1949,
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Mao’s hand-written letter to his sons Mao Anying and Anging,
dated August 26, 1939.
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Mao with (from left to right) Mao Anging. Zhang Shaolin, Liu Songlin, Shao Hua
and Yang Maozhi at his Zhongnanhai residence.
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Mao with Li Min, his daughter and Kong Linhua,
his son-in-law at the Zhongnanhai residence on De-
cember 26, 1963.

1954 F 1 B 29 BEEERAZARENMAOEZ L.

Mao with Li Na, his daughter, at Wuyun Moun-
tain near Hangzhou on January 29, 1954.
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On the evening of September 27, 1972, Mao and Premier Zhou Enlai met with the visiting Japanese Prime Minister
Kakuei Tanaka. Mao gave him ”A Collection of Chu Poems with Notes”. After Kakuei Tanaka confirmed that the ancient
book was given to him personally, he was very pleased. When he returned to Japan, he had a duplicate copy made at a
news agency. On September 16, 1973, Mitsuo Mutai, the director of Yomiuri Shimbun, a Japanese news agency, sent
Mao the duplicate copy via the Chinese Foreign Ministry. Mao read and marked in the sixth volume of this collection of po-

ems.
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The French-made briefcase was given to Mao as a qift by Si-
hanouk. Mao had never kept any gifts from foreign visitors except this

one. His staff insisted that he keep this one for use when he went on in-
spection trips to carry his bathrobe, slippers, documents, magnifying

glass and pencils.
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Mao reviewing the fourth volume of " The Selected Works By Mao Tse-tung”
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Yinian Hall, the main building in Fengzeyuan. Over a lengthy period from March, 1949 through August, 1966, Mao
held many important meetings with Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaoqi, Zhu De, Chen Yun and Deng Xiaoping here to make collective
decisions on major issues concerning the Communist Party and the national government. It was also the place where he re-

ceived national celebrities and international visitors.
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During the 1950s and 1960s, Mao did most of his reading
and reviewing of government reports in bed. He would spend
very little time sitting at his table and that was only when he
had to write with ink and brush. His celebrated inscription ”
Learn from Comrade Lei Feng!” was written at this table.

Many messages and notes were written in bed.

During the 1970s, only after he moved into the residence
near the swimming pool, would he spend more time sitting in
an easy chair.
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These are letters Mao wrote to other government leaders and depart-
ments and official documents that he had marked.




ﬁ]ﬁ / /Z/Lﬁﬁ ‘;%@!ﬁ%mﬁh
(ﬁ&wfﬁ%%ﬁdﬁ‘ﬂ Hi

FEE0 WAL gk

-

-—(j'___.-

o
—
bl CHIC S i s

P E_ “"};1
@A\-‘e\%\‘}ﬁ !
NN

A S S
——

-

-

e

ag;ﬂ S\
e

Bt
RFE Yt 2 o AN e

B =

i T = A e —
i By = — O -
: i - g _":..;;l- & 3 ' - = :" # =
o - r -:-'_. o — - = = -

S N R o
- o -
_-:---_ fats +': e

J-r.‘l-'ﬁ- z,.f/r = -::,;
jok ! ' ‘f*'”“iémif £

‘FQ{‘@_LJ 5 -ﬁ }?.tf n !5 g

Y

iy S e A
1-—%“3-_‘1:&.‘r S oA SN
2, EAYS
3\‘1\3 e
o

e (L RE Y : e : e =] v
=ZIARERS - ey L
— ‘_ it e 2

ﬂ#k 3 J_ 2o s 9= 7 D =2
353 GED BANKIZES:

i=2xgR

LS
x

—d EE!‘;
e 1

ETRER

.3.'1;‘-" "._:-'._'-_f,' ,-,::3

A
SR
Q A

.

;{} FEf, F1% mm &" ?’x A
e b 1{;1 PRIAZE, ‘?"‘ *;f,ﬂgﬁfris

I"‘l

b

EBRIIZIDY -
Femizs e

ESEERRRE _HEPIEREF
rﬁ. -

i

Y MESICAH S5 SP SIHFE I=E3edz
el

S

SRS

B ESFARN|

r—

i ‘;‘_,.L-""n. s
- -

e SCONE T e

w N B i, R

L -
S¥32z 7 | BE RERES

RARSESEF S-S ASEESCUINE SEINTH | I-ERNRERER
Tt

S~/ mEZEES RREIEE-
2

S SEIZSEASSHICIRSEIEAD

S IATAE

=
=




EETRMENDS. RENTBITURNEN, R EBEET BRI,
EESRNEEENT.EBIBR—BERTRIAN, HEEHRREFRE
BRI, TRFRTBHI L AMBHBRE.

BNERNENR RN TERREXHEIORENR, AERARBES. £
EEAEBERRARED OREIARIL.

This stapler was imported. The staples used to be imported, too. When a
factory in Shanghai could also manufacture such staples, Mao switched to
home-made ones. Normally he would not staple the envelop containing docu-
ments except when he thought they were extremely secret.

This pair of scissors with a brand name of Zhang Xiaoquan was made by a
firm in Hangzhou. They were used to open his mail and documents,, and trim his

fingernails. He had never used a nail clipper or let others help trimming his fin-
gernails.
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The ink stand and ink stick that Mao used in Zhongnanhai. Because they were very inconvenient
to use, Mao stopped using them in 1960.

The water container for diluting ink (bottom right) used by Mao in his residence in Fengzeyuan of
Zhongnanhai. Sometimes when this water container was not at hand, he would simply pour some tea
to dilute the ink for writing.
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This red telephone was in Mao’s residence

in Zhongnanhai. However, Mao was rarely seen
using the telephone.

Et+FERERFEAMMREFALUTUTHEASHESFER .

This electronic buzzer was used by Mao during the 1970s for no-
tifying his staff when he was on inspection tours.
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This magnifying glass with an ivory
handle was given to him as a gift from
the September 3rd Society in March of
1951. Mao used it when reading and re-
viewing government documents. It was
broken at the rim when he was visiting
Shanghai in the spring of 1963 and was
sent to an instrument factory for repair.
When the workers there learned that it
had been used by Mao, they made two
larger and more powerful magnifying
glasses (top) for Mao. They were sent
to Beijing in May of the same year. Mao
liked them very much and had used
them since, with one being kept in his
lIbrary and the other in his bedroom.
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Mao was an avid reader all his life and his library had a collection of over 100,000 volumes.

To Mao, reading sometimes was of greater importance than food and water. When he found something re-
ally interesting, he could skip his meal or sleep. He would have a book in hand all the time except when he was
attending to government affairs or in a meeting. His office, sitting room, bedroom and even the washroom were
stacked with books so that he could pick one up whenever he wanted to read. When he went on an inspection
tour, he would always take his books with him to read on the train or while out trekking on a mountain trail.
Sometimes he would fell asleep with a book in hand.

Mao was also a very careful reader. He would mark the passages that he felt were important or jog down
notes in the empty space on the pages. Roughly, he had left notes in over 4,000 books among all he had read.

Mao was never easily convinced by what he read. When he came across controversial personalities or
events, he would read and compare different authors before he formed his own conclusion. He had read books

written by Russians, Frenchmen, Americans and the British about Napoleon. He would often say, "you need

have a comparison before you make your own evaluation. ”
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The books at Mao’s bedside were those
he enjoyed reading. They used to be piled
much higher and his staff had to make the
bed as it is now to prevent the books from
falling onto him.

The books Mao took on the road were
mostly selected from those by his bedside
which often included ” Selected Writings by
Lu Xun”, "A Different Selection of Tang Dy-
nasty Poems”, ”A Different Selection of Song
Dynasty Poems”, "World Atlas”, "The Atlas
of China by Province” and " Poetic Reflec-
tions in Shui Garden”. He would also select a
few volumes from " The Complete History of
24 Dynasties”. He took with him " The Former
History of the Tang Dynasty” most often and
"The Book of Rhyming Rules” every time.
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Mao’s calligraphy was known for its uninhibited and sweeping vigor and its original charm. His achievement was due
partly to his natural endowment and partly to his painstaking studies of the rubbing reproductions of ancient masters’ cal-
ligraphy. In his spare time, his most favorite hobby was to examine copies of calligraphy by such ancient masters as Yan
Zhenging, Liu Gongquan, Ouyang Xun, Mi Fu, Huang Tingjian, Wang Xizhi and Song Huizong. By 1972, he had studied all
the rubbing reproductions of ancient calligraphy in the collection of the Palace Museum. His secretary once found him a
copy of Huai Su’s calligraphy. Mao liked it so much that he took it with him wherever he went. Because he read it so many
times that its pages became brittle. His secretary then had it repaired. Once Mao was asked why he liked Huai Su’s cal-
ligraphy so much. He said that the calligrapher was from his home province and bubbled up with anecdotes about him.
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Mao was an extraordinary man of letters as well as a states-
men and military tactician. Mao’s poems were known for their
imaginative strength, sweeping scope and evocative power.
Some people were impressed by Mao’s literary talent but did not
know his literary attainment came from much hard work. He took ”
The Book of Rhyming Rules” wherever he went and made many
notes in the book. For every poem he wrote in the style of an an-
cient poem, he would consult many poems by past master poets.
He would make many revisions and solicit comments from such po-
ets as Guo Moro, Zang Kejia, Zhou Enlai and Chen Yi before he
was happy with he had written. It took him quite a long time to
complete a poem entitled ”The Little Globe” and that was only at-
ter he heard comments from many people. This note was written
to Zhou Enlai to seek his comments on the poem.
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Mao began studying English shortly before the founding of new China while he was still in Yanan
and Xibaipo, which continued even when he became very busy with government attairs and was get-
ting on in age. He would spent half an hour or up to an hour every day to study English. Sometimes
he asked his interpreter to teach him a few words before his meeting with foreign visitors. These
cards were prepared for him by Tang Wenshen and Lin Ke, his interpreters. He learned "Knowledge
of only a single sentence amounts to naught” before the second plenary session of the ninth party
congress.

At a time when the world was as it was during Mao’s days, it was significant for him to learn
words such as "export”, "import” and "expert” in English.
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This bag was used for carrying pencils, magnify-
ing glass, stationary, cigarettes, tea, salt ana tooth
picks. It would be used when Mao was attending a
conference in Beijing or travel out of town. It would
be placed right beside him in his car or carried by his
staff when he was out climbing a hill. It accompanied
Mao during his many trips that crisscrossed the whole
country before 1970.
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Mao often took this pair of binoculars (upper
left) with him when going on inspection tours in the
1960s. He would use them when he visited construc-
tion sites or enjoying the country scenes riding on the
train. When he stayed at a mountain retreat In
Hangzhou, he used them to observe the West Lake.

EERRNERE T (E6, BRER = EM KR BYIR
TR(E ).

The travel bag (bottom left) was used by him to
carry towel blanket and quilt when travel.
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These are Mao’s medicine cabinet and the
medicine he took regularly. The bottle in the mid-
dle had multiple vitamins and the others were for
sleeping pills.

Mao devoted all his energy and time to the af-
fairs of the party and government, often over-
worked and was always short of sleep. When Mao
was in Yanan, once his staff was so overjoved as
to hold a celebration when Mao managed to have
over 20 hours of sleep during a week. Later when
he moved into Beijing, he threw a fit one day when
he was startled awake from a sound sleep by his
bodyguard who wanted to remove the sweet pota-
to he had been holding when he fell asleep. In his
last years, Mao could hardly get any sleep without

sleeping pills.
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Mao’s staff designed this box for
carrying his water containers during his
frequent travels. One of the containers
was for hot boiled water while the other
for cold drinking water. There is also a
small cabinet In the box for storing
cigarettes, salt, toothpicks, match box
and teaq.

During one of his trips in 1965 revis-
iting the Jing Gang Mountain, the car
had to stop and have coolant water re-
filled. The driver could not find any wa-
ter nearby and was becoming panicky.
Mao calmed him down and offered his
drinking water.
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During the early 1950s, his staff
designed this battery-powered lamp for
Mao so that when he was travelling he
could still read and write at night even
If there was a power break. He used
this lamp when he visited the Jing Gang
Mountain in May, 1965.
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Interesting and Unique Life Style and Habit

Mao’s life style is now known to many.

He enjoyed taking up the challenge of swimming in the turbulent sea and ¢limbing
treacherous mountains. Swimming and mountain trekking were his most favorite
Ssports.

He liked the purity of white snow, glorified the enduring beauty of the plume
flower . had a passion for poetry and ancient books and loved listening to Beijing oper-
d.

He liked hot pepper and stewed pork in red source and was a heavy smoker.

He preferred reading in bed.

A philosopher once said. ”In daily life, habit always overshadows maxims. Habit
itself is a book of living maxims, growing into instincts that are the primal force of a
person. ”

A man’s habit is a reflection of his cultivation. pursuit, moral character and per-
sonality.

The fondness for swimming in the ocean and mountain climbing reflected Mao’s
open and accommodating character and his warrior spirit.

His fondness for snow, plume flower and Beijing opera reflected his yearning for
true beauty, purity and a life in harmony.

He also had other habits that people may not yet know. These included stomping
on the foot rest by way of exercise before dinner. his dislike for spectacles and enjoy-
ing having his hair combed.

A leader who is liked by ordinary men and women will never loose his lustre.

Mao is just such a national leader. We may discern the inner world of a greal
man through interesting glimpses of his unique lifestyle and habit so that we may gain
a better and more complete knowledge and understanding of him.

Mao is just a man. not a god.

Mao still lives on in all of us.
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Mao and Li Min, his daughter, looking at flowers in Zhongnanhai.
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Mao had a impertinent personality. He
was never ceremonial among his close
friends and staff. He normally wore a
bathrobe at home to attend to all his daily
matters. In his old age, he liked staying In
bed for reading and reviewing documents.
He rarely moved outside his bedroom except
for meeting international visitors at Yinian
Hall. He would sit or recline in the bed while
talking with Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaogi or other
government leaders on government Issues.
Zhou and others had taken this for granted
and would sit in chairs around the bed.
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This small bedside table was used by Mao in
the bedroom of his Fengzeyuan residence In
Zhongnanhai. He often had his dinner at this
table. Mao used to have a bedside table made
with canes. He felt awkward and uncomfortable
sitting at that table which gave little leg room. In
1964, Zhou Mingfu, one of his staff members, de-
signed this square table with a foot rest, which
had served as his desk and dinner table since.
When the table top was worn and had patches of
stains, his staff suggested using a table cloth.
Mao objected the waste, preferring the table be-

ing kept as it was which could be wiped clean after meals.

Mao would take his sleeping pills before having dinner. Then he would sit at
the edge of his bed and stomp the foot rest of his table in a rhythmic beat. He re-
ferred to this kind of exercise jokingly as "beating the drum”. He would go to sleep
immediately after dinner.
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Mao usually had his breakfast
at this table.
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Mao was never particular about his food. He normally ate two meals a day. Because he often worked

through the night and slept during the day, he normally had his first meal of the day at four or five o’clock in the
afternoon and dinner around five or six in the early morning. Occasionally, he would have only three meals for
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Mao was a great tea drinker. Follow-
Ing his doctor’s advice, he would drink a
cup of filtered black tea with glucose and
lemon added. Then he would have a cup
of green tea made when he set to work.
He would have the tea freshly made at
least twice a day. He also had a habit of
chewing the tea leaves when he had fin-
Ished the tea.

EEFAPERUYERABZT—BER
BIR A .

This tea mug was used by Mao in his
residence of Fengzeyuan in Zhongnanhai.

EERBEBXUEHIU BABRNER

The tea mug was used by Mao after
he moved into his new residence near the
swimming pool.

two days on end, when he would work for many hours, skipping his meals until he was exhausted and felt sleep-
y. Then he would eat and go to bed.

During the three-year economic recession around 1960, Mao did not eat any meat for seven months. During
the days when food became hard to come by around the country, he ate nothing but spinach and edible weeds
for 20 days at one time. Then as the economy turned around and life was improving in the country, Mao also al-
lowed his life to improve. His meals would include two meat dishes and two vegetable ones. Many people
learned about pork stew being Mao’s favorite. That was true only for the war years. After Mao moved into Bei-
Jing, he enjoyed pork being cooked in different ways, such as sliced pork fried with onion, stewed meat balls
and pork steamed with rice in soy sauce. He also liked such dishes as fried Chinese cucumber with black beans.
fried pepper, cured meat and fish, smoked fish, pickled tofu, cavia sauce and onion sauce. As for other fancier
kinds of Chinese cuisine, he might have them included on the menus for formal dinners in honor of visitors. He
never ate them except on those occasions. In 1964, an overseas friend sent him a gift of 62 kilograms of edible
bird’s nests. He had them all sent to the kitchen of the Great Hall of the People.
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Mao always lit his cigars with
matches.

Mao often urged his staff not
to be wasteful. Match boxes were
not thrown away but kept to be
refilled with matches. This match
box was used over and over by
Mao.
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Mao was a heavy smoker and sometimes chain smoked. He liked strong-tasting Chinese tobac-
co. His staff found some empty Twin-Cat brand cigarette boxes to put his cigarettes in for they were
easy to carry when he travelled. During the winter, the cigarettes would became too dry because of
the arid weather. His staff would put some vegetable leaves inside the cigarette box to keep the
moisture.

Mao once had a bad cold in 1968 and smoking cigarettes worsened his cough. Mr Li Xiannian,
one of the top government officials, gave him his specially made cigars. From then on, Mao switched
to this kind of cigars.
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The cigarette holders and ashtray used by Mao.
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During the summer, the cigars were easlly
dampened. His staff designed these devices to
take out the excess moisture from his cigars.
The large one was used at his residence while
the smaller one for travels.
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This smoking kit was used to keep his
cigarette holders. When Mao was travelling,
his staff would prepare four or five cigarette
holders with filters for Mao’s smoking during
the day.
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Mao had a habit of
adding a little salt to the
drinking water when he had
sweated a lot to replenish
lost salt. His staff would take
some salt along wherever
they travelled.

This salt box was a bat-
tle item taken from the enemy
during the war years.
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Mao began to suffer from a constant cough
in 1972. His home village folks sent him two jars
of home-made remedies prepared from rock
candy and a local variety of tangerines. The
jars were sent in this box to Beijing.
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Mao liked using pencils and Chinese brush. He rarely used fountain
pens or ball-point pens. These two pens were used by him during the
early years of the People’s Republic.
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Mao liked using pencils and
he used German-made soft pencils
during the 1950s and 60s. When in
1967, a pencil factory in Shanghai
began producing Red Star and
Zhonghua brands of pencils, he
switched to using home-made
pencils.

Mao liked to have a lot of
pencils around. He would take at
least 30 pencils with him when he
went on a trip. He would have
about five or six pencils kept
handy at his bedside table. desk,

by his easy chair and on the coffee
table.
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These hand and foot warmers were often used by him dur-

ing the winters of the 1950s and 1960s, one for hands, one for
the top of the feet and the other for the sole.
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This hand-wind gramophone player Wwas
brought into Beijing from the rural revolutionary
base in Yanan and was used by Mao mainly to lis-
ten to Beijing opera records.

i+ T % BR iR A B B9 408 1 .

This slide projector was used by
Mao during the 1950s.
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These combs were used by Mao. Mao enjoyed

having his hair combed from time to time. |t
helped him relax and unwind after intensive brain

work.
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These table lamps were used by Mao through-
out his Zhongnanhai years. One of the lamps was
placed at his bedside table and the other on his
desk. The lamp shade was always covered with a

piece of dark green cloth.
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Mao disliked wearing glasses and was never
seen photographed with spectacles on. Even when
later he was suffering from poor eyesight caused by
cataract, he would not wear spectacles when receiv-
ing foreign visitors. After he had a cataract extrac-
tion in 1975, he followed doctor’s advice and began
wearing this pair of glasses (left).

The glasses on the right were used by him after
he had cataract extraction. His staft had these two
pairs of spectacles made for him, one for reading
while lying on his right side and the other for the left
side.
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Mao liked traditional Chinese operas and the ones he enjoyed most were from the Beljing opera
theatre. He often watched performances or listened to recordings by Li Hezen, Yan Jupeng and Ma
Lianliang in leading male roles. He liked Ma Lianliang’s performance in "The Execution of Ma Shu”
and Li Hezen’s in "The Li's Tomb Stone”. Apart from Beijing opera, he also enjoyed local operas of
Hunan. Henan and Shandong with such numbers as ” The Story of a Blacksmith” , "Brass Cymbals” , *
Sunshine Valley” and "The Second Marriage of Aunt Li”. Mao learned the lyrics of many opera arias
by heart and would guote from them in his speech or writings. He would compare for example those
who were unhappy when being skipped for pay raise with a folk hero from a popular opera number
who never cried until he was at the saddest moment of his life.

On July 27, 1953, Mao walked out his study and sang out a Beijing opera aria. On that day, the
Americans signed the agreement for truce in the Korean War.




P s rE & 108IE = 7

e =t _fj - : ?-

\

Wi o b

5k




— ———— - A e — e ——— | et e ————— —— = e i e —

e T e e e W et e e e B e . e et T e s iy




ZEE, 5B, ik, EESACEEBCTHS
U.SrHBURRESE . E258.“ZKE
B,

1965 F, BERARVSEEEE, DK, @
HREEECERNENENERSR, RIEBLS . E8
50.4RE, MNAERT,. RERBERNTRRS.”

Mao liked climbing mountains. In his youth, one day he went out in a thunderstorm and climbed the hill near where he
lived. He wanted to experience how it felt when "being in one with a great mountain and not daunted by fierce winds and
thunderstorm” , as was described in an ancient book. After the founding of new China, he still liked going up to the top of

mountains to see as afar as he could during his inspection trips.
During the 1960s, Mao was given this walking stick made by his staff with the bamboo from nearby for him to use when

climbing a hill called Ding Jia Shan. It was wrapped with rubber at one end to eliminate noise and slipperiness. Since
then, Mao often used this walking stick while having a walk or climbing mountains. He used it when he revisited the Jing
Gang Mountain. He said, "the stick makes a third leg and you can walk more steadily. ”

In 1965, Mao met with Ho Chi Minh in Changsha. Before he took his leave, Ho asked to exchange his fancy walking
stick for Mao’s. Mao declined, saying "yours is too fancy and | prefer my beggar’s stick”.
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Mao wrote in one of his poems, "Fear not fierce wind and waves/l swim as | stroll in a leisurely garden”. On July
16, 1966, Mao swam in the Yangtze River for more than an hour and covered a distance of over 15 kilometers.
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The swimming trunks and slip-
pers Mao used when he had his cele-
brated swim in the Yangtze River.
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An ancient sage once said, ”"The man of virtue enjoys mountains and the man of great wisdom the rivers

and sea”.
In his youth, Mao always took cold showers and enjoyed swimming in swift rivers. After the founding of the

People’s Fepublic, Mao still enjoyed swimming. Apart from swimming in the pool near his residence, he often
took the opportunity of swimming in rivers and the sea. One day in August of 1954 at the seaside resort of Bei-
daihe, Mao insisted on going for a swim when the tide came in with fierce winds. He said to his bodyguards, "
you should not be alarmed because the waves will always lift you up when the tide comes in”. In the same year,
Mao wrote his famous poem entitled "Beidaihe, in the tune of Waves Crushing onto the Sand”.

Mao was a very skillful swimmer. He could keep his body still lying in the water. He could also turn and roll
several times in the water when he fell like it.
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Mao at the skating rink in Zhongnanhai.
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The radio and recorder were used Dy
Mao during the 1970s and were the most fan-
cy home appliances he ever owned.
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Mao also played Majiang on rare occa-
sions when he had time to spare. This Ma-

jlang set was used by Mao when he was on

an inspection tour in Hangzhou during the
1950s.
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This table tennis bat and table were used by Mao in Fengzeyuan. Mao
began playing ping pong when he was in Yanan. After he moved into
Zhongnanhai, he would play a couple of times a week, usually before
sleep. He would stuff his pockets with ping pong balls, so would his oppo-
nent. This way they would not have to pick up balls when they fell on the
ground and would stop only when their pockets were empty. When Mao
was in Yanan, he held the ping pong bat in a vertical way. Later he
switched to the horizontal. Sometimes when he had made a good slam, he
would be so pleased and laugh a lot.







EEIFREEE

1976 F 9 BIH, EEETRRA
T {E.BFE 30 FRNPEBME S,
MNP EEER. RILLEARRM
PR EEREZRT.

FANREBIDESHAMARR
B, A CSEFTHERENRTRBNR
UHNER BREERNXBEE. S
Bl . BERBNEAEM,

BEEEREBANER.

Chairman Mao Mausoleum

Mao Tse-tung passed away on
September 9, 1976, leaving the
Zhongnanhai palace where he had
worked for nearly 30 years. The na-
tion was thrown into deep sorrow.
Since then he has been lying in state
and resting in peace here. Everyday,
there is an endless stream of visitors
who have come to pay homage. They
came with profound respect and rem-
iIniscence of Mao’s glorious accom-
plishment, noble character, enduring
ideas and great spirit. They came to
revive the memory of the spirit of
Mao’s era.
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